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occupied and annexed Austria, the party openly acknow-
ledged Hitler's National Socialism at Karlsbad in April
1938, and in its well-known eight points increased its
demands for complete autonomy and restoration of the
position of 1918. It was this movement that developed
into irredentism, resulting first not in mere autonomy,
but in the surrender of the Sudetenland to Germany,
and finally, in the (destruction of the Czech Republic.

The third Party of importance, the Czechoslovak Social
Democratic Labour Party, first formulated its programme
in 1878. At the congresses in Prague in 1920 and 1927
the programme was revised and adapted to the prevailing
political, economic and cultural conditions of the Republic.
Fundamentally it was Marxist: transformation of Capital-
ism into Socialist collectivism, with abolition of private
ownership, acknowledgement of international class-war,
and fraternity of nations for bread, peace and freedom.
Within the framework of its programme the Party
demanded in the political sphere: increase of self-govern-
ment, fundamental reforms in the administration of
justice, freedom of the press, general disarmament,
support of the Labour International, etc.

In the first elections of 1920 the Party obtained the
largest number of votes (1,590,620) with seventy-four
seats in the Chamber of Deputies and forty-one in the
Senate. The Social Democrat Tomasek became President
of the Chamber and Dr Soukup Vice-President of the
Senate. In the Government it had, apart from the Premier-
ship (held by Tusar), five portfolios. But in October
1920, the Party split into the moderates and the Radical